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Great Bustard is a fantastic bird and no doubt one of the highlight of a spring visit to the Carpathain Basin! (János Oláh) 
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Birdquest has operated tours to Hungary since 1991, being one of the few pioneers to enter the eastern 
block. The tour itinerary has been changed a few times but nowadays the combination of Hungary and 
Transylvania seems to be a settled and well established one with a whole range of exciting European birds! 
We had several tour highlights but certainly the displaying Great Bustard, the majestic Eastern Imperial 
Eagle, the mighty Saker, the handsome Red-footed Falcon, the shy Capercaillie, the elusive Little Crake and 
Corncrake, the enigmatic Eurasian Eagle-, Ural, Tengmalm’s and Scops Owls, the declining White-backed 
Woodpecker, the skulking River and Moustached Warblers, the fluty Red-breasted and Collared Flycatchers 
and the stunning Wallcreeper will be long remembered. We recorded a total of 210 species on this short tour 
which is a respectable tally for Europe. Amongst these we had 15 Birdquest ‘diamond’ species plus family 
totals such as 17 species of raptors, 8 species of owls, 9 species of woodpeckers and 16 species of warblers 
seen! Our mammal highlight was undoubtedly the superb views of Carpathian Brown Bears of which we saw 
three on our second afternoon. 
 
We also had a nice overview of the different habitats of a Carpathian transect from the Great Hungarian 
Plain through the deciduous woodlands of the Carpathian foothills to the higher conifer-covered mountains. 
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Areas we visited included World Heritage places like the ‘artemisia steppes’ of the Hortobágy National Park, 
the land of the ‘Wine of kings, King of Wines’ in Tokaj and the limestone scree slopes of the ‘Székelykő’ 
mountain. The tour visited four different regions with unique habitats. The first few days were spent in 
northeast Hungary at the Zemplén Hills which has excellent raptors, owls and woodpeckers. From here we 
drove across the border into Romania where we had visited limestone valleys of the ‘Island Mountain’ before 
moving further east to the Eastern Carpathian to the Hargita and Görgény Mountains. Finally we drove back 
to Hungary and spent several days in the grasslands of the Hortobágy.  All in all it was a memorable action-
packed Birdquest to Central Europe and no doubt we all had a great time with great birds, good wines and 
delicious food. 
 
Our group gathered at Budapest airport and in a few minutes later we were already heading towards Tokaj, a 
World Heritage site in the north-eastern corner of Hungary. A little more than three hours later we arrived in 
the Zemplén Hills, where we were greeted by White Storks on nests and singing nightingales virtually 
everywhere. We drove to a nice woodland area where wasting no time we tracked down a fantastic Ural Owl. 
A fine female bird gave excellent looks on a treetop in the late afternoon sunshine. Excellent! But the owling 
was not quiet finished yet as we decided to still try for Eurasian Eagle Owl.  After a short ride we got out of 
the bus and silently walked towards an abandoned quarry and soon located a female Eurasian Eagle Owl – 
one of the heaviest and most powerful owls in the World. She was watching us from the cliff-face and 
although most of the body was hidden the two-coloured ear tufts and the glowing orange eyes were clearly 
visible. What a sight and what a great start to any birding tours with two species of owls in one afternoon! 
After this excellent birding experience we drove to the nearby Komlóska our base for the next two nights 
while birding in the foothills. The Zemplén area is a range of rounded chalk hills cloaked in ancient deciduous 
forest with the occasional peculiar volcanic outcrop on which there is invariably a castle, most of which were 
ruined in the battles against the Turks in the sixteenth century. We were out birding early next morning and 
enjoyed flight views of Goshawk, several Black Redstarts, Golden Oriole and Hawfinches before breakfast.  
 

 We had excellent looks at Ural Owl on our very first afternoon in the Zemplén Hills – one of the 8 species of owls seen on the tour 
(János Oláh) 
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Following our cereal, egg, sausage and jam breakfast we had a lovely walk in oak-hornbeam woodland 
where we had several great birds. The first woodpecker we came across was a fine male Grey-headed 
Woodpecker which was followed by a drumming male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Wood Warbler and 
Golden Oriole was entertaining us while we slowly approached an active breeding hole of the rare and 
declining White-backed Woodpecker.  Here we had to wait for a few minutes before the male bird appeared 
and changed over with the female taking turns in the incubation. These shy creatures need fallen logs and 
standing dead trees as well, which is becoming a rare sight in forestry-run European woodlands. They breed 
exclusively in dead trees and usually hold a rather big territory. The last stronghold of the European 
population is definitely the Carpathian Mountain range and the Zemplén Hills with over 120 pairs is definitely 
one of the best places to see them. After enjoying superb looks at both sexes we continued our walk in this 
woodland adding Tawny Owl and Collared Flycatcher to our growing list. The latter was flying around quickly 
in the canopy singing its heart out but finally we all had telescope views of the stunning male. It was a very 
productive walk indeed! 
 

	    
Barred Warblers are amongst the best looking ‘Sylvia’ Warblers (left) and a male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker on its drumming perch 

(János Oláh)  
 
Later we drove to the Bodrog Floodplain but we had to stop on the way when we spotted Black Storks and 
then Eastern Imperial Eagle in the sky. In the gallery forest habitat with oxbow lakes and temporary wet 
meadows we saw more Black Storks, two Black Kites and the best of all we managed to see a calling 
Corncrake! Next port of call was a nice viewpoint where a displaying pair of Lesser Spotted Eagles was seen 
alongside Eurasian Honey Buzzard and Eurasian Sparrowhawk. We also had a Wryneck singing in the 
vineyard close by. This was time for a nice lunch in a Csárda along the Bodrog River. In the afternoon we 
took another woodland walk where we saw Black and Middle Spotted Woodpeckers plus in the bushy habitat 
on the forest edge we tracked down a singing male Barred Warbler and several Red-backed Shrikes were 
also seen. While a singing River Warbler was playing hide-and-seek with us a calling male Syrain 
Woodpecker was coaxed in and giving excellent views. No matter how persistent we were, only some of us 
had glimpses of the warbler and finally we had to give up for the day. This was the very first singing bird of 
the species, which was heard in 2013 spring and they were late moving into their breeding areas following a 
long cold spring. After this exciting day with many woodpeckers and other goodies we got back to the Hotel 
and prepared for a ‘night out’. We had an excellent dinner in a family run wine cellar tasting several Tokaj 
wines including the famous ‘5 puttonyos’ Aszú!  
  
Early next morning we had another try for ‘our’ River Warbler and this time it was more co-operative. We 
managed to find it singing low in a bush and through the telescope we could see the scaly undertail, the 
streaky breast while giving the continuous mechanical song.  Although it was a rather short visit to these 
fantastic hills we managed a superb selection of birds and a fine introduction to great European birding. It 
was now time for us to move on and drive towards the Romanian border.   
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White-backed Woodpecker is a rapidly declining dead wood specialist in Europe. (János Oláh) 

 
On the way we stopped briefly at Újfehértó where we had good views of three Short-toed Larks, which is a 
highly localised bird in the Carpathian Basin. We could study it displaying in the air and on the ground as 
well. The picnic lunch in Debrecen Great Wood was not very productive, however, two European Green 
Woodpeckers and some (white-headed) Long-tailed Tits were welcomed by our Trans-Atlantic participants. 
Later we crossed the Hungarian/Romanian border and our first stop towards the Transylvania was at a 
reservoir near Élesd Here we saw over a hundred Great-crested Grebes, Black-necked Grebes, three 
different Black-throated Divers, Red-breasted Merganser, several displaying pairs of Little Ringed Plovers, a 
breeding plumages Ruddy Turnstone, a leucistic White Wagtail and three species of marsh terns including a 
few superb looking White-winged Terns. Our main target bird in this area however was the Ortolan Bunting 
and we had several singing males for close inspection. It was getting dark around Torda when a Little Owl 
was seen perched on a chimney and it was dark by the time we arrived to the Torockó Valley. After a tasty 
meal with some local delicacies, we tried some owling. As we walked out of the hotel we heard several 
different Eurasian Scops Owls. It took a while to get close to one of them as the ventriloquial call missled us 
but then the trick was revealed as we found the singing bird inside a chimney! The chimney had small holes 
on every side of it and the bird kept moving around singing from different holes each time.  
 
Early next morning, still before breakfast, we walked up to the bottom of the impressive limestone 
escarpment, where about four different male Rufous-tailed Rock Thrushes were seen. The males were 
performing their display flights and were then singing on a prominent rock allowing superb views. From this 
higher area we had a wonderful view of the picturesque tiny World Heritage village – it was like going back in 
time. After a fine breakfast we were still birding in the same valley and had great views of Golden Eagle, 
Lesser Spotted Eagle, Peregrine pair and to our surprise both Crag Martins and Red-rumped Swallows. 
Later we left for Székelyudvarhely (Odorheiu Secuiesc) and had our packed lunch near Segesvár 
(Sighisoara) in mixed oak-hornbeam woodland. This was a well selected place as not only we saw a singing 
Red-breatsed Flycatcher and many Collared Flycatchers but some of us even had another White-backed 
Woodpecker. We also visited Dracula’s Castle for a short while, where the real Dracula, Vlad (‘the impaler’) 
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Tepes, spent 5 years in his youth. From Segesvár it was only an hour drive to get to Zetelaka, which was our 
base for the next three nights. Another short stop produced great views of a singing Thrush Nightingale as 
well as several Garden Warblers, Lesser Whitethroat and Fieldfare. The late afternoon was spent in a Brown 
Bear hide but this evening we were not lucky. 
 

   
Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush (left) is a declining species in Europe. Crested Tit (right) in Transylvania. (János Oláh) 

	  
Next morning we left very early and quickly changed our bus to a 4WD vehicle and continued to the top of 
the Hargita Mountain. It was still dark under a clear sky with lots of starts while we slowly approached a 
Western Capercaillie lekking area with the help of Zsolt and Dénes (the local foresters). When we got to the 
place we were waiting for the crack of dawn and the typical lekking call of the Western Capercaillie. The 
dawn air was fresh, then after 20 minutes it was cold and by sunrise it was flipping cold and unfortunately 
little bit windy as well. We waited patiently but could not hear much – a Red Deer showed up but otherwise it 
was silent. We decided to go around and look for the ‘capers’ and the two foresters gone to look for them. A 
few minutes later Zsolt was back and he has seen two males. The hunt was on and we slowly stalked the 
area. Despite being a superb and silent group the birds spotted us and we only saw two males flying away. It 
was not a particularly successful morning but nevertheless it was a fine experience. In the afternoon we 
visited the only fish ponds in the region, where we had a nice flock of breeding plumaged waders, which 
included Common Ringed, Little Ringed and Grey Plovers, 91 Little Stint, 2 Temminck’s Stints, 28 Curlew 
Sandpipers, 4 Dunlind, 20 Wood Sandpipers and several Ruff. Our ‘sniping’ on the wet meadow only gave 
us Common Snipe but the nearby ponds held Purple Herons, Ferruginous Ducks and a few migrant Black 
Terns and White-winged Terns. Walking on the grazed lake edge we had different forms of Yellow Wagtail 
notably the Transylvanian ‘dombrowski’ and the near Black-headed type ‘superciliaris’ amongst them. After 
this bird-filled afternoon we were back to the bear hides. It was a lovely afternoon in the coniferous forest 
and we had a mother bear with two-year old cubs. So finally luck was on our side and we could watch these 
magnificent wild Carpathian Brown Bears for about one hour. This action packed and certainly tiring day was 
followed by a lovely local dinner and blueberry brandy! 
 

   
4WD vehicle needed in the Carpathians (left) and a fine female Western Capercaillie (right) in Transylvania. (János Oláh) 
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Our second day in this fascinating area started in coniferous woodland looking for Three-toed Woodpecker. 
The bird activity was great and we soon located Grey-headed, Eurasian Green and Black Woodpeckers, 
Willow Tit, Crested Tit and some of us even had a Nutcracker. The search for the Three-toed Woodpecker 
was not successful although we heard one drumming on a ridge top but could not locate the bird. Reluctantly 
we decided to continue to the Békás (Bicaz) Gorge to look for Wallcreeper. As soon as we arrived to the 
most scenic gorge of the Carpathians we started to scan the immense rock face for our main target, the 
magical Wallcreeper. It took us a while to pick up one in flight but then we managed to see about 4 different 
birds and one of them allowed amazing looks as it landed in front of us and were slowly creeping up the 
rocks with continuously flicking wings. This is certainly a very unique bird species in several ways: the 
habitat, the feeding method, the appearance, the flight action and even the breeding period is unusual for a 
passerine. The other star bird of this place was the White-throated Dipper, which was feeding young.  
 

 
White-throated Dipper in Békás Gorge. (János Oláh) 

 
On our way back from the gorge we stopped again to look for the elusive Three-toed Woodpecker but 
despite much effort it was only a nice afternoon walk with no luck. After a fine evening meal some of us tried 
to do some owling. According to our local guide Zoltán Baczó there was an active, unpaired Tengmalm’s Owl 
not very far from our accommodation so with high spirit we decided to go for it! We positioned ourselves in a 
little clearing by dusk and waited. After about 20 minutes we heard the classic ‘po po po po po’ call of the 
Tengmalm’s Owl and with a bit of coaxing we got him closer and closer and finally it flew over us and landed 
in the canopy. It was impossible to spot it perched in the dense top of the spruce trees. We tried a few more 
times but after a while he lost interest in the search for the intruder so we had to settle for a flight view with 
the enigmatic call. 
 
We still had a morning left in Transylvania, so after an early raise we drove to the top of Hargita Mountain 
again. The weather was excellent with fantastic clear visibility and we could even see the chain of snowy 
peaks of the Southern Carpathians. We tracked down Water Pipit and Willow Warbler. We tried our luck and 
visited a track in the forest where sometimes Capercaillies can be seen. After just a few meters we spotted a 
fine female ‘Caper’ and could watch it for several minutes. In the next hour we flushed three more 
Capercaillies along this track. The orange-coloured chicken is the ‘Wild Peafowl of the Carpathians’ as the 
foresters call it in Transylvania. It was a great finish to enjoy such views of this shy creature. On the way 
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back to the bus we had a singing male Ring Ouzel on the treetop – the very scaly ‘alpestris’ race here. It was 
time to leave Transylvania behind so from 1800 meters of elevation we started our long return journey to 
Hungary. We drove along the Maros River Valley and had a few stop at some roadside fishponds adding 
Tufted Duck, Eurasian Oystercatcher and Mediterranean Gull to our birdlist. Lesser Spotted Eagle and 
Eurasian Honey Buzzard were also seen. We crossed the border in the late afternoon and it was dark by the 
time we arrived to the Trófea Hotel, our base for the next three nights. 
 

   
Lesser Spotted Eagle (left) and Eurasian Honey Buzzard (right) in Transylvania. (János Oláh) 

 
Our next two and a half days were spent exploring the various habitats of Hungary’s most celebrated 
National Park: the Hortobágy! This superb park is the most western edge of the Central Asian ‘Artemisia’ 
steppes and beside the grassland it dotted with marshes, fishponds, temporary wetlands, soda lakes as well. 
On our first morning we decided to drive across the ‘puszta’ in the southern section of the park but this 
turned out to be a bad decision after a quick shower hit the southern part of the park. We almost got stuck 
but with careful driving and a long rope we somehow managed to escape the sticky mud. A few Corncrakes 
were calling nearby but we were all desperate to get the bus and the team out of this muddy track. After a 
quick change of plan we drove to the northern section of the National Park to a classic steppe habitat where 
Sousliks were abundant. First we visited a Red-footed Falcon colony and had a magical hour with these very 
special raptors – they are colonial breeders, have a strong sexual dimorphism, migrate in huge flocks and 
generally very social. The first half of May is mating season so they were very busy chasing each other and 
giving shrill falcon calls all the time. The little ‘falcon’ woodland was well packed with nest boxes for them 
and in one of the boxes we located a female Long-eared Owl as she looked at us. Nearby we also managed 
to find a Long-legged Buzzard, a Lesser Spotted Eagle and two Eurasian Hobbies. There was plenty to see 
still as Lesser Grey Shrikes were hovering all around us, we flushed a Common Quail while watching pair of 
Eurasian Rollers, Hoopoes were flying around and two Common Cranes were seen in the heathaze behind a 
flooded meadow with 300 breeding plumaged White-winged Terns.  
 

   
Female Red-footed Falcon in flight (left) and a superb Penduline Tit (right) in the Hortobágy National Park. (János Oláh) 
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We finished the nice local fish soup and then made our way again to the southern part of the park in search 
of Great Bustard. On the way we stopped for a circling White-tailed Eagle and spotted a lovely Penduline Tit 
as it was preening on a willow tree giving unusually prolonged looks. Our main target was soon located and 
we quickly counted six male Great Bustards around us. This was the end of the display season but we could 
still see a serious of superb full displays. It is always amazing to see this huge bird pumping several litres of 
air into their inflatable neck sack and then turning absolutely inside out before dancing! A pair of distant 
Montagu’s Harriers was seen and a Little Owl was also spotted on a farm building. A drained fishpond on our 
way back to the hotel added two new birds to our list in the form of five Red-crested Pochards and Eurasian 
Curlews. Just as we were leave a group of eight Common Cranes flew over us in the setting sun. Upon 
arriving back to our hotel two Little Bitterns were seen on the garden pool to finish this magical day. 
 
Next morning we saw several Little Bitterns again. The conditions were not the best as there was a very 
strong wind. It did not help with our plan to go for the difficult-to-come-across warbler, the typha loving 
Moustached Warbler. However what can one do if time is limited so we continued with our well elaborated 
plan for the day. Moustached Warbler is the first ‘acro’ to arrive back from the wintering grounds and also the 
first one to sing and breed. This means however that they finishing their first brood by early May or still 
feeding young so they are not very conspicuous. We went to the very best place of the park and after some 
time we had brief looks of a Moustached Warbler in the strong wind. In the same area we tracked down a 
Water Rail and a calling pair of Little Crakes as well. This was followed by a Hungarian Gulash in the 
Hortobágy Csárda. Our afternoon was action-packed again. Our visit to the temporary floodings of the south 
gave us a fantastic insight of the breeding birds of the Hortobágy. This area serves as an emergency 
reservoir in case of the the Tisza River is in big flood and 2013 was a year when the flood-gate was open 
and 80 million cubicmeter of water was released to grassland. We saw 5 species of breeding plumaged 
grebes here which included many Red-necked Grebes and a rather scarce Slavonian Grebe as well. There 
were Garganeys and Ferruginous Ducks flying everywhere and thousands of marsh terns – mostly White-
winged and Whiskered - were swirling in the air. Some of them allowed very close approach as they were 
feeding over a small channel hovering against the wind. It was such a birdy area where one could spend 
several hours admiring the sheer number of birds, however, a message on the local grapevine prompted us 
to leave this remarkable wetland. Not that the other area we arrived at had fewer but it certainly had a very 
different selection. The mudflat held Grey Plovers, Lapwings, Temminck Stint’s, Curlew Sandpipers, Dunlins, 
Black-tailed Godwits, Redshanks and also the two Broad-billed Sandpipers of which we had some great 
looks!  And the day was not over with the waders yet as we tracked down a pair of mighty Saker Falcons 
before retiring. Needless to say we this was a classic 100 species-day in the Hortobágy National Park! 
  

 
Our 2013 Birdquest group in the Hortobágy National Park. (János Oláh) 
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Early next morning we enjoyed our last pre-breakfast birding around the Hotel, where we finally saw a few 
newly arrived migrants like European Pied Flycatcher, Wood Warblers and Icterine Warbler. The weather 
was changing and we had rain clouds gathering. Sadly it was the final day of the tour and we only had time 
until lunch so we decided to look for some missing birds. We located two Barn Owls to complete our 
impressive list of eight seen owls on the tour. We still had a short walk at Hortobágy Fishpond where we saw 
lovely Bluethroats, many Savi’s Warblers and both Bearded and Penduline Tits. All left for us is to drive to 
Budapest airport in time for our flights. It was another action-packed and succesfull tour to Central Europe 
with an excellent group of Birdquesters!  
 

 
 



	  
	  

10  BirdQuest Tour Report: Hungary & Transylvania 2013   www.birdquest-tours.com 

 
Wallcreeper is one of the favourite breeding birds of Transylvania and we had superb views in 2013 as well! (János Oláh) 

 
SYSTEMATIC LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED DURING THE TOUR 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were only recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (LO). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
Species marked with the diamond symbol (◊) are either endemic to the country or local region or considered ‘special’ 
birds for some other reason (e.g. it is only seen on one or two Birdquest tours; it is difficult to see across all or most of its 
range; the local form is endemic or restricted-range and may in future be treated as a full species). 
 
Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica   Three late migrants were seen at Élesd Reservoir in Romania. 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   A single bird was seen. 
Great-crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   Up to 100 were seen at Élesd Reservoir in Romania. 
Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena   Three were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis   Up to 60 were seen on the flood waters of Hortobágy. 
Slavonian Grebe  Podiceps auritus   A breeding-plumaged rarity was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   Common. 
Pygmy Cormorant  Phalacrocorax pygmeus   Common in the Hortobágy region. 
Great Bittern  Botaurus stellaris   Singleton on the flood waters of Hortobágy. 
Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutes  Regularly seen in our hotel garden. 
Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   Up to 30 were seen on the flood waters of Hortobágy. 
Squacco Heron   Ardeola ralloides    One was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   Common. 
Great Egret  Egretta alba   Common. 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   Common. 
Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   Frequently encountered in Transylvania and on the Hortobágy. 
Black Stork  Ciconia nigra   Several great sightings. 
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White Stork  Ciconia ciconia   Common in villages. 
Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia    Small flocks were seen on the Hortobágy.  
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor   Just four were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Greater White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons   A single bird was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Greylag Goose  Anser anser   Common. 
Gadwall  Anas strepera   A few were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca   A single male was seen at Szentpál Fishponds. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   Common. 
Garganey  Anas querquedula   Frequently encountered at various wetlands. 
Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata   Just a few were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina   A flock of five were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Common Pochard  Aythya ferina   Common. 
Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca   Up to 25 were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula   Two observations at Éles Reservoir in Romania. 
Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator   A female bird at Éles Reservoir in Romania. 
European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus   One was seen in the Zemplén Hills and two in Transylvania. 
Black Kite  Milvus milvus   Two were seen in the Zemplén Hills.  
White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   Two sightings of 6 birds on the Hortobágy Plains. 
Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   Common. 
Montagu’s Harrier  Circus pygargus   A pair was seen on the Hortobágy Plains. 
Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis   One was seen in the Zemplén Hills and another one in Transylvania. 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   Regular sightings in the Zemplén Hills. 
Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   Common. 
Long-legged Buzzard  Buteo rufinus   A single bird was seen well on the Hortobágy Plains. 
Lesser Spotted Eagle  Aquila pomarina   Several sightings in the Zemplén Hills and Transylvania. 
Eastern Imperial Eagle  Aquila heliaca ◊  Great looks of two in the Zemplén Hills. 
Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos  Two were seen near Torockó in Transylvania. 
 

 
The drake Ferruginous Duck is such a smart bird!  (János Oláh) 
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Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   Common. 
Red-footed Falcon  Falco vespertinus   Superb looks at these most handsome raptors on the Hortobágy. 
Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo   Two were seen on the Hortobágy.  
Saker  Falco cherrug ◊  A pair was seen well on the Hortobágy. 
Peregrine  Falco peregrines   A pair was seen in Transylvania. 
Western Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus ◊  Males were only seen in flight but great looks of females. 
Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix (H)  It was heard in Transylvania.   
Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix   Regularly heard and seen once on the Hortobágy. 
Common Pheasant  Phasianus colhicus   Common. 
Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus   One was lured into view on the Hortobágy. 
Little Crake  Porzana parva ◊  Two were lured into view on the Hortobágy. 
Corn Crake  Crex crex ◊  One was seen well in the Zemplén Hills. 
Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   A single bird was seen in Transylvania. 
Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra   Common. 
Common Crane  Grus grus   Two sightings on the Hortobágy. 
Great Bustard  Otis tarda ◊  Excellent looks of this fantastic bird on the Hortobágy. 
Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   A single bird was seen at Élesd Reservoir in Romania. 
Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   Common. 
Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta   Small numbers were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius   Several sightings at Léesd Reservoir in Romania. 
Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   Two were seen at Szentpál Fishponds and one at Radnót Fishponds. 
Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   Two were seen at Szentpál Fishponds and two on the Hortobágy. 
Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   Common. 
Little Stint  Calidris minuta   A nice breeding plumaged flock of 91 was counted at Szentpál Fishponds in Transylvania. 
Temminck’s Stint  Calidris temminckii   Two were seen at Szentpál Fishponds and two on the Hortobágy. 
Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea   Up to 28 were seen at Szentpál Fishponds. 
Dunlin  Calidris alpine   Up to 117 were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Broad-billed Sandpiper  Limicola falcinellus   Two breeding plumaged birds were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Ruff  Philomachus pugnax   Small flocks were encountered at various wetlands. 
Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   A single one was flushed at Szentpál Fishponds. 
Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa   Up to 20 were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   A few were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Common Redshank  Tringa totnaus   Common. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   Scattered sightings at various wetlands. 
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa galreola   Up to 25 were seen at Szentpál Fishponds in Transylvania. 
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   A flock of 8 were seen at Élesd Reservoir in Romania. 
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   Singletons were seen at Transylvania. 
Mediterranean Gull  Larus melanocephalus   One was seen at Radnót Fishponds in Transylvania. 
Little Gull  Larus minutes   Small numbers were seen. 
Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus   Common. 
Caspian Gull  Larus cachinnans   Up to 50 were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis   A few were seen at Élesd Reservoir. 
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   Common. 
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Whiskered Tern in the Hortobágy National Park. (János Oláh) 

 
Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus   Up to 500 were seen on the flood waters of the southern Hortobágy. 
Black Tern  Chlidonias niger   The least common of the ‘marsh terns’. 
White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus   Up to 1000 were seen on the flood waters of the southern Hortobágy. 
Rock Dove  Columbia livia   Common. 
Stock Dove  Columbia oenas   A few sightings in the Zemplén Hills and in Transylvania. 
Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   Common. 
Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   Common in villages and towns. 
European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur   Common. 
Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   Up to 4 were seen daily on the tour and many more heard. 
Barn Owl  Tyto alba   Two birds were seen on the Hortobágy. 
European Scops Owl  Otus scops   Finally one was tracked down while singing in a chimney near Torockó. 
Eurasian Eagle Owl  Bubo bubo ◊   A fine female was seen in the Zemplén Hills. 
Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum  (H) One was heard distantly in Transylvania. 
Little Owl  Athene noctua   One was seen near Turda and another on the Hortobágy. 
Tawny Owl  Strix aluco  Two juveniles were seen in the Zemplén Hills. 
Ural Owl  Strix uralensis ◊  Excellent looks of a female in the Zemplén Hills. 
Long-eared Owl  Asio otus   A female was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Tengmalm’s Owl  Aegolius funereus ◊  One was seen in flight in Transylvania. 
Common Swift  Apus apus   Just two were seen. 
European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster   A few were seen in Transylvania. They arrived late being a very cold spring. 
European Roller  Coracias garrulous   Three were seen on the Hortobágy. 
Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   Several sightings. 
Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla   Two encounters with this superb looking bird in the Zemplén Hills. 
Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus   It was seen in the Zemplén Hills as weel as in Transylvania. 
European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   Three sightings. 
Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius   Three sightings. 
Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   Common. 
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Syrian Woodpecker  Dendrocopos syriacus   A fine male gave excellent looks in the Zemplén Hills. 
Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius ◊  One was seen in the Zemplén Hills. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor   We could watch a nice male drumming on our very first morning! 
White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos ◊  A pair was seen in the Zemplén Hills and one near Segesvár. 
Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides trydactylus ◊ (H)  Despite much effort we only heard one drumming. 
Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla   Three were seen near Újfehértó. 
Crested Lark  Galerida cristata   Common. 
Wood Lark  Lullua arborea   We had two near Torockó. 
Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   Common. 
 

    
Wryneck (left) in the Zemplén Hills and a leucistic White Wagtail (right) at Élesd Reservoir. (János Oláh) 

 
Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   Common. 
Eurasian Crag Martin  Hirundo rupestris   A total of 12 of this localized bird was seen in Transylvania. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   Common. 
Red-rumped Swallow  Hirundo daurica   Five were seen in Transylvania – a spreading species. 
Common House Martin  Delichon urbica   Common. 
Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris   One was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis   We had two in Transylvania. 
Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta   Three were tracked down on the top of Hargita Mountain. 
Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava   Common. 
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   Up to 10 were seen in Transylvania. 
White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   Common. We had a leucistic one at Élesd Resevoir. 
White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus   Two were seen in Békás Gorge in Transylvania. 
Winter Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   One was seen in Transylvania. 
Dunnock  Prunella modularis   Two were seen in Transylvania. 
European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   (H) Regularly heard but no sightings. 
Thrush Nightingale  Luscinia luscinia   We saw one on its breeding grounds in Transylvania. 
Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos   Common. 
Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica   Four sightings in the Hortobágy area. 
Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   Common. 
Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus   Two males were seen in Transylvania. 
Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra   Common. 
Common Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   Common. 
Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   Several encounters throughout the tour. 
Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis   A total of six males was seen in Transylvania. 
Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus   Two males of the more scaly ‘alpestris’ race were seen in Transylvania. 
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The ‘alpestris’ race of Ring Ouzel (left) and Rufous-tailed Rock Thrushe (right) in Transylvania. (János Oláh) 

 
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   Common. 
Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris   Common in Transylvania. 
Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   Common. 
Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   Two were seen in Transylvania. 
River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis  ◊  We had great looks of this shy one in the Zemplén Hills. 
Savi’s Warbler  Locustella luscinoides   Common in the reebeds of Hortobágy. 
Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon  ◊  One was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   Common in the reebeds of Hortobágy. 
Marsh Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris   Two were seen on the Hortobágy. 
European Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus   Common in the reebeds of Hortobágy. 
Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus   Common in the reebeds of Hortobágy. 
Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina   One was seen on our last morning on the hotel garden. 
Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria   Fantastic looks of this smart bird in the Zemplén Hills. 
Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca   Common. 
Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   Common. 
Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin   Three were seen in Transylvania. 
Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   Common. 
Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix   A few sightings in the Zemplén Hills. 
Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   Common. 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   One was seen on the Hargita Mountain. 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus (H)  It was only heard in Transylvania. 
Firecrest  Regulus ignicapillus   Great looks at this stunner in Transylvania. 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   Common. 
Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula parva   A singing immature male was seen near Segesvár. 
Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis  ◊  Superb looks of this smart one inthe Zemplén Hills and near Segesvár. 
European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca   A pair was seen on the Hortobágy. 
Bearded Reedling  Panurus biarmicus   A few sightings of this handsome bird in various reedbeds. 
Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos cauduatus   ‘White-headed’ birds were seen in the Zemplén Hills  and Transylvania. 
Marsh Tit  Parus palustris   Common. 
Willow Tit  Parus montanus   Just two were seen in Transylvania. 
Crested Tit  Parus cristatus   We had five birds in Transylvania. 
Coal Tit  Parus ater   Common. 
European Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus   Common. 
Great Tit  Parus major   Common. 
Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europea   Common. 
Wallcreeper  Tichodroma muraria   Excellent looks of this stunner in Békás Gorge in Transylvania. Four were seen. 
Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   Two were seen on the tour. 
Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus   A preeining individual gave unusually long views! 
Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus   Common. 
Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   Common. 
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Lesser Grey Shrike  Lanius minor   We only saw them on the Hortobágy. 
Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor   A single bird was seen in Transylvania. 

 

   
Great Grey Shrike (left) and Ortolan Bunting (right) in Transylvania. (János Oláh) 

 
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   Common. 
Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica   Common. 
Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes   Only one was seen by some in Transylvania. 
Western Jackdaw  Corvus monedula   Common. 
Rook  Corvus frugilegusc   Common. 
Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   Common. 
Common Raven  Corvus corax   Common. 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   Common. 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   Common. 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus   Common. 
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   Common. 
European Serin  Serinus serinus   Common in villages. 
European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris   Common. 
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   Common. 
Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina   Common. 
Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra   Three were seen in Transylvania. 
Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   It was fairly common in the Zemplén Hills. 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza citronella   A few sightings on the tour. 
Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana   About three singing males were seen in Transylvania. 
Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus   Common. 
Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra   Common. 
 
MAMMALS 
European Hare  Lapus europaeus   Common in the Hortobágy area. 
Eurasian Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgaris   Two sightings in Transylvania. 
European Souslik  Spermophilus citellus   Three were seen in the Hortobágy. 
European Polecat  Mustella putorius   Excellent prolonged looks at one in the Hortobágy area. 
Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes   It was seen around the bear hides. 
(Carpathian) Brown Bear  Ursus arctos   A mother bear with two cubs was seen in Transylvania. 
Red Deer  Cervus elaphus   One was seen in Transylvania. 
Western Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus   Common. 
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APPENDIX: overall results of the ‘Bird of the tour’ contest 
 
Species     Points  Nominations 
 
1st Great Bustard   56   8 
2nd Wallcreeper   48   6 
3rd Red-footed Falcon  34   6 
4th Ural Owl    20   3 
5th Western Capercaillie  20   2 
 


